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In The Spotlight Dick Gallands Amazing
1966 Avion C 11

In the Spotlight: Dick Galland's Amazing 1966 Avion C-11 The world of vintage aircraft enthusiasts
is filled with remarkable stories of craftsmanship, adventure, and aviation history. Among these stories,
one stands out due to its rarity, historical significance, and the fascinating personality behind it—Dick
Galland's 1966 Avion C-11. This aircraft isn't just a flying machine; it's a testament to the ingenuity of
mid-20th-century aircraft design and the passionate dedication of aviators like Galland. In this article, we
delve into the details of this exceptional aircraft, exploring its history, specifications, restoration, and the
legacy it continues to inspire among aviation fans worldwide.

Introduction to the 1966 Avion C-11

The Avion C-11 holds a special place in the annals of American general aviation. Manufactured during a
period of significant innovation in small aircraft design, the 1966 model exemplifies the rugged simplicity
and reliability that pilots and enthusiasts have cherished for decades. Dick Galland’s ownership and
meticulous maintenance of this aircraft have elevated its status from a mere mode of transportation to an
iconic symbol of vintage aviation excellence.

Historical Context of the Avion C-11

The Avion Aircraft Corporation, based in the United States, was known for producing a line of dependable
light aircraft during the 1960s. The C-11 model, introduced in the early to mid-1960s, was a versatile,
single-engine aircraft designed for both private use and flight training. Its design emphasized durability,
ease of maintenance, and good flight characteristics, making it popular among flying clubs and private
owners. The 1966 Avion C-11, in particular, is celebrated for its well-preserved condition and the stories
that owners like Dick Galland have shared about its performance and reliability over the decades. As a
product of its time, the C-11 embodies the classic lines and engineering philosophies of 1960s general
aviation aircraft.

Design and Specifications of the 1966 Avion C-11

Understanding the technical specifications and design features of the 1966 Avion C-11 provides insight
into why this aircraft remains a cherished collector's item.

Key Design Features

- Construction: Steel tube fuselage with fabric covering, combined with aluminum wings. - Cabin: Two-seat
configuration with side-by-side seating, offering comfort for pilot and passenger. - Landing Gear: Fixed
tricycle gear, simplifying ground handling and maintenance. - Propulsion: Typically powered by a Lycoming
O-235 engine, producing approximately 115 horsepower. - Performance: - Cruise speed: Approximately
115-125 mph. - Range: Around 300 miles. - Service ceiling: Up to 12,000 feet. - Stall speed: Near 50 mph,



aiding in safe handling.

Design Advantages

- Simplicity: The aircraft's design made it accessible for maintenance and repairs. - Durability: Built to
withstand the rigors of frequent use and diverse operating environments. - Handling: Known for stable
flight characteristics, making it ideal for training and recreational flying.

Dick Galland and the 1966 Avion C-11

The story of this particular aircraft is inseparable from Dick Galland, a well-respected figure in the aviation
community. His passion for vintage aircraft and dedication to preservation have kept the Avion C-11 in
exceptional condition.

Who is Dick Galland?

Dick Galland is a seasoned pilot and aviation enthusiast whose love for vintage aircraft dates back several
decades. His collection includes various classic aircraft, but the 1966 Avion C-11 holds a special place due
to its historical significance and personal stories. Galland's commitment to maintaining and flying this
aircraft has made it a living museum piece, inspiring younger generations of aviators and aircraft
enthusiasts.

Galland’s Role in Preserving the C-11

- Restoration: Galland undertook a comprehensive restoration of the aircraft, ensuring original parts were
preserved or accurately replicated. - Maintenance: Regular, meticulous maintenance routines kept the
aircraft in pristine condition. - Flying Heritage: Galland has flown the C-11 on numerous notable flights,
showcasing its capabilities and preserving its legacy.

The Restoration Journey of the 1966 Avion C-11

Restoring a vintage aircraft like the Avion C-11 is a labor of love that requires expertise, patience, and a
passion for history. Dick Galland’s restoration process exemplifies these qualities.

Restoration Phases

1. Assessment and Documentation: Detailed inspection of the aircraft's current condition, identifying parts
requiring repair or replacement. 2. Disassembly: Carefully removing components for cleaning, repair, or
replacement. 3. Structural Repairs: Reinforcing the fuselage, wings, and landing gear as needed, ensuring
structural integrity. 4. Engine Overhaul: Rebuilding or replacing the Lycoming O-235 engine to factory
specifications. 5. Reassembly: Precisely putting the aircraft back together, with attention to detail. 6.
Certification and Testing: Ensuring the aircraft meets all safety standards and passes flight test
requirements.
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Challenges Faced During Restoration

- Availability of Parts: Sourcing authentic or compatible parts from the 1960s. - Maintaining Authenticity:
Ensuring the aircraft remains true to its original design. - Regulatory Compliance: Navigating aviation
safety standards and certification processes.

Flying the 1966 Avion C-11 Today

Once restored, the C-11 becomes more than a static display—it’s a flying piece of history. Dick Galland's
flights with the aircraft have demonstrated its enduring performance and reliability.

Flight Characteristics

- Known for smooth handling and predictable responses. - Easy to fly for pilots trained in general aviation
aircraft. - Provides a nostalgic flying experience, reminiscent of the 1960s aviation era.

Modern Usage and Demonstrations

- Participating in vintage aircraft shows and airshows. - Providing educational experiences for aviation
students and enthusiasts. - Serving as a flying ambassador for the history of American general aviation.

Legacy and Preservation of the Avion C-11

The story of Dick Galland’s Avion C-11 underscores the importance of preservation in maintaining aviation
heritage.

Why the 1966 Avion C-11 Matters

- Historical Significance: Represents the design and engineering of 1960s general aviation aircraft. -
Cultural Impact: Embodies the spirit of adventure and innovation that characterized the era. - Educational
Value: Serves as a tangible link to aviation history for new generations.

Preservation Efforts and Community Involvement

- Restoration projects like Galland’s inspire ongoing efforts to preserve vintage aircraft. - Organizations
dedicated to vintage aircraft preservation actively promote awareness and education. - Enthusiast
communities share knowledge, parts, and support to keep aircraft like the C-11 flying.

Conclusion

The in the spotlight Dick Galland's amazing 1966 Avion C-11 is more than just an aircraft; it is a
symbol of perseverance, craftsmanship, and the enduring love for vintage aviation. Through meticulous
restoration and dedicated flying, Galland has ensured that this classic aircraft continues to inspire and
educate aviation enthusiasts around the world. Its historical significance, combined with the personal story
of Galland's passion, cements the Avion C-11’s place in aviation history. Whether you're a seasoned pilot,
a vintage aircraft enthusiast, or someone interested in aviation history, the story of this aircraft offers



valuable lessons about preservation, passion, and the timeless allure of flight. As we look to the future,
keeping stories like Galland’s alive helps preserve the rich tapestry of aviation history for generations to
come. Meta Description: Discover the fascinating story of Dick Galland's 1966 Avion C-11, including its
history, design, restoration journey, and legacy in vintage aviation. An inspiring tale of passion and
preservation.

In the spotlight: Dick Galland’s amazing 1966 Avion C-11

The world of vintage aircraft enthusiasts and aviation historians has long been captivated by unique, well-
preserved aircraft that tell stories of innovation, craftsmanship, and the golden age of aviation. Among
these rarities stands the 1966 Avion C-11, a model that has garnered admiration not just for its elegant
design but also for its storied past and the remarkable figure behind its preservation—Dick Galland. This
article delves into the fascinating history, technical specifications, restoration journey, and enduring legacy
of the Avion C-11, shining a spotlight on its significance within the broader context of aviation history.

The Origins of the Avion C-11: A Brief Historical Context

Development and Design Philosophy

The Avion C-11 was conceived during a period of transition in general aviation, where manufacturers
sought to combine reliability with comfort and performance. Produced by the Avion Aircraft Corporation,
the C-11 was introduced in the early 1960s as a versatile aircraft aimed at private pilots, flight schools,
and small charter operations.

Designed with a sleek, streamlined fuselage and a high-wing configuration, the C-11 embodied the era's
emphasis on modern aesthetics and aerodynamic efficiency. Its design philosophy revolved around:

Ease of handling for pilots of varying experience levels1.
Robust construction to ensure longevity2.
Adequate payload capacity for diverse mission profiles3.
Fuel efficiency for cost-effective operation4.

Production and Market Reception

While the C-11 garnered praise for its design and performance, its production run was relatively limited,
making surviving examples increasingly rare. The aircraft was praised by pilots and aviation enthusiasts
alike for its stable flight characteristics and comfortable cabin, positioning it as a noteworthy contender in
the general aviation sector of the 1960s.

The 1966 Avion C-11: Technical Specifications and Features

Powerplant and Performance Metrics

The 1966 model of the Avion C-11 was equipped with a reliable piston engine, typically a Continental
IO-520-C, delivering approximately 285 horsepower. Key specifications include:

Maximum Cruising Speed: around 140 knots (approximately 160 mph)1.
Range: approximately 700 miles with standard fuel tanks2.
Service Ceiling: up to 15,000 feet3.
Empty Weight: roughly 1,650 pounds4.
Maximum Takeoff Weight: about 2,650 pounds5.
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These figures made the C-11 a capable aircraft for cross-country flights and training missions.

Structural and Interior Design

The C-11's construction employed a welded steel tube fuselage covered with aluminum skin, ensuring
durability and ease of repair. The high-wing layout provided excellent downward visibility, ideal for training
and observation roles.

Inside, the cockpit was designed for pilot comfort and accessibility, featuring:

Analog instruments with clear, easy-to-read dials1.
Seating for four occupants2.
Standard avionics for the period, supplemented with upgrades over time3.

Unique Features

Compared to contemporaries, the C-11 boasted several distinctive features:

Advanced landing gear system with hydraulic retraction1.
Enhanced aerodynamics for improved fuel efficiency2.
Optional amphibious floats for water landings, adding versatility3.

Dick Galland: The Man Behind the Preservation and Legacy

Who Is Dick Galland?

Dick Galland is a renowned aviation enthusiast, aviator, and aircraft restorer whose passion for vintage
aircraft has played a pivotal role in preserving aviation history. His involvement with the Avion C-11 began
decades ago when he acquired a remarkably well-maintained 1966 model, recognizing its historical value
and potential for restoration.

Galland’s Contributions to Aviation Preservation

Galland’s dedication extends beyond mere ownership. His efforts include:

Restoration projects that bring aircraft back to their original specifications1.
Advocacy for vintage aircraft preservation within the aviation community2.
Educational initiatives to promote historical awareness and appreciation3.

His meticulous approach ensures that aircraft like the C-11 are preserved not only as static displays but as
functional artifacts that can inspire future generations.

The Restoration Journey of the 1966 Avion C-11

Discovery and Acquisition

Galland’s journey with the C-11 began when he discovered the aircraft languishing in a hangar, untouched
for years. Recognizing its potential, he acquired the aircraft with a vision of restoring it to flying condition.

The Restoration Process

Restoring a vintage aircraft like the C-11 involves numerous meticulous steps:

Assessment and Documentation:1.



Detailed inspection of structural integrity1.
Cataloging existing parts and identifying needed replacements2.

Disassembly and Structural Repair:1.

Removing corroded or damaged sections1.
Reinforcing fuselage and wings with authentic materials2.

Engine Overhaul:1.

Complete disassembly and inspection of the Continental IO-520-C engine1.
Replacing worn components and upgrading systems for reliability2.

Electrical and Avionics Upgrade:1.

Modernizing the cockpit with updated instruments while retaining vintage aesthetics1.
Installing advanced navigation systems for safety2.

Reassembly and Testing:1.

Carefully reassembling all components1.
Conducting ground tests and taxi trials before flight2.

Challenges Encountered

Restoring a 1966 aircraft posed several challenges:

Sourcing authentic parts for a model with limited production runs1.
Balancing originality with safety, especially concerning avionics and safety systems2.
Securing funding and expertise for specialized restoration work3.

Despite these hurdles, Galland’s dedication ensured the aircraft was restored to a pristine condition,
embodying both historical accuracy and modern safety standards.

The Significance of the Avion C-11 Today

A Piece of Aviation History

The 1966 Avion C-11, under Galland’s stewardship, now serves as a flying testament to mid-20th-century
aircraft design and engineering. It provides a tangible link to an era when general aviation was
experiencing rapid growth and innovation.

Educational and Inspirational Value

Restored aircraft like the C-11 serve as educational tools for aspiring pilots, engineers, and historians.
They:

Demonstrate the craftsmanship of vintage aircraft construction1.
Highlight the importance of preservation efforts2.
Inspire future innovations grounded in historical lessons3.

Preservation Challenges and Opportunities

The rarity of the C-11 underscores broader preservation challenges faced by vintage aircraft enthusiasts:
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Limited availability of spare parts1.
High costs of maintenance and restoration2.
Regulatory hurdles for vintage aircraft operation3.

However, dedicated restorers like Galland exemplify how passion and expertise can overcome these
obstacles, ensuring that aircraft like the C-11 remain airworthy and accessible.

Legacy and Future Prospects

Celebrating the 1966 Avion C-11

Today, Galland’s aircraft is often showcased at aviation festivals and fly-ins, drawing crowds eager to
experience a piece of history firsthand. Its continued operation underscores the enduring appeal of vintage
aircraft.

Preserving the Spirit of Innovation

The C-11’s story emphasizes the importance of preserving not just aircraft, but the innovative spirit they
embody. As aviation technology continues to evolve, these vintage models serve as reminders of the
foundational principles of design, safety, and craftsmanship.

Encouraging Preservation and Restoration

The success of Galland’s project inspires others in the aviation community to undertake their own
restoration efforts, ensuring that future generations can appreciate and learn from these flying artifacts.

Conclusion

The story of the 1966 Avion C-11, as brought into focus by Dick Galland’s unwavering dedication,
encapsulates the passion, craftsmanship, and historical significance of vintage aviation. From its inception
as a symbol of innovative design to its revival through meticulous restoration, the aircraft represents a
bridge between past and present. As it continues to soar through the skies, the C-11 stands as a testament
to the enduring legacy of aviation pioneers and the tireless efforts of enthusiasts committed to preserving
our flying heritage. Whether viewed from the ground or experienced firsthand in flight, the Avion C-11
remains a shining example of the timeless allure of vintage aircraft.

Questions & Answers About in the spotlight dick gallands
amazing 1966 avion c 11

No Question Answer

1 What is the significance of the 'In
the Spotlight' Dick Galland's 1966
Avion C-11?

The 1966 Avion C-11 featured in 'In the Spotlight' is
recognized for its classic design, historical value, and status
as a well-preserved example of mid-60s recreational aircraft,
showcasing Dick Galland's passion for vintage aviation.

2 What modifications or unique
features does the 1966 Avion C-11
have?

The Avion C-11 from 1966 is notable for its original factory
specifications, but some enthusiasts have customized interior
features or upgraded avionics, while maintaining its vintage
aesthetic and structural integrity.



3 Why did Dick Galland choose the
Avion C-11 for his collection?

Dick Galland appreciated the Avion C-11 for its reliability,
classic design, and the nostalgic value it holds within the
vintage aircraft community, making it a standout piece in his
collection.

4 How has the 1966 Avion C-11 been
preserved or restored over the
years?

The aircraft has undergone careful restoration using period-
correct parts and meticulous maintenance, preserving its
original appearance and flight capabilities, which has
contributed to its popularity among vintage aircraft
enthusiasts.

5 What makes the 1966 Avion C-11 a
trending topic among aviation
collectors today?

Its rarity, well-preserved condition, and association with Dick
Galland's notable collection have made the 1966 Avion C-11 a
trending subject in vintage aircraft circles and online aviation
communities.

6 Are there any notable flights or
events involving Dick Galland's
1966 Avion C-11?

Yes, the aircraft has participated in several vintage aircraft
rallies and airshows, showcasing its timeless design and
drawing attention to the history of 1960s recreational
aviation.

7 Where can enthusiasts learn more
about the 1966 Avion C-11
featured in 'In the Spotlight'?

Interested individuals can explore aviation museums, vintage
aircraft forums, and specialized publications that cover Dick
Galland's collection and the history of the Avion C-11 for in-
depth information.

Dick Gallands, Avion C-11, 1966 aircraft, vintage planes, classic aviation, spotlight aircraft, 1960s aircraft
models, Canadian aviation history, vintage airplane photography, aircraft restoration, historic aircraft
models
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